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Since last year, there have been no institutional measures taken to address the Maspero massacre. As a     

result, the conclusion reached by Mikhail and El-Sadany remains the same today: accountability for the     

actions of security forces on the night of the Maspero massacre remains inadequate; justice has not been 

made available to the victims of these heinous crimes; transitional justice is not being achieved, let alone 

pursued, by the state; and perpetrators of sectarianism continue to act with impunity.  

 

The remainder of this factsheet will look into two transitional justice measures in the context of the Maspero 

massacre: fact-finding and criminal prosecutions. It will then briefly discuss civil society, and conclude with 

some analytical comments. 

FACT-FINDING COMMITTEES 
Several fact finding committees were established 

following the massacre to investigate and reveal the 

truth of what happened on the night of October 9, 

2011.  

 

Official Government Findings 

 

Immediately after the Maspero massacre, then-

Minister of Justice Muhammad Abdel Aziz al-Gendy 

established a six-person fact-finding committee led 

by Omar Marwan, an assistant minister of justice 

(and the secretary-general of the January 25        

Fact-Finding Committee). The committee began its 

investigation on October 12 in Aswan to investigate 

the conflict surrounding the burning and              

destruction of St. George Church. It later carried out 

interviews with witnesses and victims of the         

violence in Cairo. It is unclear whether the results of 

the investigation were published in any form.  

In addition to denying that the military had used live 

ammunition or had any intention of running over the 

protesters, the head of the military justice system, 

General Adel al-Morsi, announced that military    

prosecutors (who fell under the chain of command of 

the Supreme Council of Armed Forces, the leading 

executive authority at the time) would investigate the 

October 9 violence. No civilian prosecutors were    

included in the process.  

 

In July 2012, then-President Muhammad Morsi       

established a fact-finding committee to investigate 

the country’s events between 2011 and 2012, includ-

ing the Maspero massacre. Despite calls by             

international and local organizations after the com-

pletion of the process, the fact-finding committee’s 

report was never published.  

“The overall failure of the court system to prosecute security forces for the Maspero massacre, coupled with 

its intent to take punitive measures against peaceful protesters and victims of horrific violence even outside 

of the context of Maspero raises serious questions on the judiciary’s ability to bring justice to the most   

marginalized members of society and even more broadly, its ability to guarantee transitional justice at a 

time in which most, if not all, violations perpetrated by security forces remain unprosecuted.” 

On October 9, 2011, thousands of peaceful demonstrators marched toward the Maspero building, home of 

the Egyptian Radio and Television Union, the state broadcasters to protest the destruction and burning of St. 

George Church in Edfu, Aswan. As the demonstration proceeded, the protestors were attacked first by       

residents who threw rocks at them, with gunfire heard sporadically along the route. As marchers approached 

the Maspero building, security personnel and members of the Armed Forces fired live ammunition and tear 

gas at the protesters and drove armored personnel carriers into the crowds. After television anchor Rasha 

Magdy called on “all honorable citizens” to take to the streets to defend the military from who she falsely 

described as “Coptic attackers,” bands of civilians, some armed, joined the military against the protesters. 

Twenty-eight protesters were killed that night and over 200 were injured.  

Last year, Amira Mikhail and Mai El-Sadany wrote that the failure of Egyptian authorities to investigate and 

prosecute crimes that were committed by the Armed Forces, both in the case of the Maspero massacre and 

otherwise, has perpetuated institutional disparity by leaving the victims’ families without legal mechanisms 

of justice:  

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
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The National Council for Human Rights Findings  

In December 2011, the Egyptian National Council for Human Rights (NCHR) published a report  summarizing 

the findings and recommendations of its fact-finding commission on the Maspero massacre.  

There have been only two cases covering the events around the Maspero massacre. Two military personnel 

were convicted before a military tribunal and sentenced to two and three years for the manslaughter of 14 

protesters. In another case litigated by the civilian system, two protesters were sentenced to three years in 

prison for stealing a machine gun.  

 

The details of these two cases, including their procedural history, verdict, and reasoning, alongside their   

implications are presented below in “Court Case Spotlights” taken from Phase 1 of the Tahrir Institute for   

Middle East Policy’s Transitional Justice Project. 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS 

The NCHR recommended the following: 

 The officers who were driving the armored vehi-

cles should be charged with deliberate murder; 

 An independent judicial inquiry commission 

should be established; 

 State television anchors should be criminally 

investigated for sectarian incitement; 

 Attacks by “organized groups of unidentified 

civilians” should be investigated in order to 

identify and refer them to trial; 

 The release of a unified law for the building and 

renovation of houses of worship should be is-

sued; and 

 The state should be held responsible to pay 

compensation for “killings and injuries commit-

ted by law enforcement officials against citi-

zens.”  

The commission concluded the following: 

 

 Twenty-eight people were killed and 321 injured; 

 Seven were shot dead by “unidentified civilians” 

who were targeting both the protesters and the 

military; 

 Twelve were killed by being run over and crushed 

by military armored vehicles due to the high 

speed of the vehicles that were trying to disperse 

the protest; and 

 Coptic demonstrators exercised some violence by 

throwing stones at the military police and some 

carried clubs, swords, and knives. 
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Egyptian civil society has been vocally critical of the Maspero massacre and the inadequacies of the state’s 

response. For example, on October 10, 2011, the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI)     

condemned the events occurring on the night of the Maspero massacre and singled out the state media-led      

incitement against Christians. On October 16, 2011, 21 Egyptian civil society organizations published a joint 

statement condemning what they described as “extrajudicial killings” of peaceful protesters, denouncing the 

criminal trial of civilians in a military tribunal, and urging an independent investigation apart from the      

military prosecutor.  

 

The Maspero Youth Union has compiled information to document the events of the Maspero massacre in an 

effort to provide a holistic account.  

 

In November 2013, the Association for Freedom of Thought and Expression published an extensive report in 

which it accused the government of a lack of political will to achieve transitional justice. The report lists 21 

incidents, among them the Maspero massacre, which have not been fully investigated. 

CIVIL SOCIETY 
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ANALYSIS AND CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Five years have passed since the Maspero massacre. Despite repeated calls for transparency and justice, very 

little has been done to correct the poorly handled crisis and the ongoing impunity. As we commemorate this 

anniversary, the government has not yet released any of its findings on Maspero. A thorough, independent 

investigation has not been held and its findings published. Perpetrators remain largely unprosecuted.             

Sectarian violence continues throughout the country with impunity. Even persons wishing to commemorate 

the Maspero massacre this year have been denied that right; a permit to protest the Maspero massacre                

anniversary was recently rejected on the basis of “security” concerns.  

 

The fact that two members of the Armed Forces were sentenced to only two and three years for killing 14 

civilians on a manslaughter theory (despite adequate evidence for murder), while two civilians were          

sentenced to essentially the same jail term for stealing a machine gun, personifies how deeply flawed  justice 

mechanisms in the country are. When state and government actors are free to act with impunity, the system 

cannot be trusted to deliver justice. Criminal justice, at its core, aims to maintain order within a country by 

preventing the settling of scores outside the courts; yet, in this case, those who are meant to enforce the law 

have instead publicly defied it.  

 

The government’s failure to address the Maspero massacre does not rest in a vacuum. It is indicative of the 

government’s lack of respect for a transitional justice process and only mirrors trends that continue today, 

as fundamental freedoms are constrained, the right of minorities are not protected, and impunity continues.  

ESHHAD 

Eshhad is an online platform that aggregates and 

collates alleged religious persecution and sectarian 

attacks in Egypt.  

Eshhad, which previously existed as an independ-

ent entity and is now an incubated project at the 

Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy (TIMEP), seeks 

to encourage transparency and to influence policy 

by explaining the context in which sectarianism  

occurs throughout the Middle East.  

THE TAHRIR INSTITUTE FOR MIDDLE EAST  

POLICY  

The Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy (TIMEP), 

a nonpartisan and nonprofit organization, is    

dedicated to understanding and supporting Mid-

dle Eastern countries undergoing democratic  

transitions and committed to informing interna-

tional policymakers and the public of                

developments in these countries.  

TIMEP is fully registered and acknowledged under 

Section501(c)(3) in the District of Columbia. For 

more information about TIMEP’s mission,         

programming, or upcoming events, please visit 

www.timep.org.  
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