
STATEMENT OF FACTS 
Mina Thabet, Director of the Religious Minorities and Marginalized Groups Program at the 
Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF), was arrested on May 19, 2016, for his 
alleged criticism of the cession of the islands of Tiran and Sanafir to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
His arrest comes on the heels of the arrest of Ahmed Abdallah on April 25, the chair of the Board of 
Trustees of ECRF, who is facing charges similar to Thabet’s. 


Prior to his arrest, Thabet’s younger brother was informally interrogated by agents from Egyptian 
Homeland Security. Thabet was arrested on May 19 by plainclothes policemen from his home 
around 3 a.m. without a warrant. Police pushed his father and mother, beat Thabet, blindfolded 
him, and confiscated several items from his home. For several hours, his whereabouts were 
unknown although his family and lawyers later learned that he was taken to al-Salam Police 
Station No. 1 in North Cairo. There, he was forced to stand blindfolded against a wall for two hours 
and was beaten again. Around 10 a.m., Thabet was taken from the al-Salam police station to the 
Abasseya prosecution office in East Cairo, where he was able to make his first contact with his 
lawyers, Hany Ramses and Anas Sayed. 


Thabet was held in detention for three days by the East Cairo prosecutor, and on May 21 his pretrial 
detention was renewed for 15 days by a judge in the Ain Shams Misdemeanor Court. On June 5, 
Thabet’s detention was renewed for 15 days by a judge at the Court of First Instance in North Cairo 
in Abbaseya. 


Represented by Anas and Ramses, Thabet appealed his detention renewal. He appeared before the 
al-Wayly Court of Appeals on June 8, but his appeal was denied. His detention was reviewed on 
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SPECIAL BRIEFING 
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The continued criminal investigation of Mina Thabet, Director of the Religious Minorities and 
Marginalized Groups Program at the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF), is a 
serious escalation in the ongoing crackdown against Egypt’s civil society. 


Led by Thabet, ECRF’s research and writing on religious and marginalized minorities is valuable 
and credible work that sheds light on the various ways that minorities continue to face 
discriminatory practices throughout the country. His work has touched on everything from the 
restrictive marriage laws for Coptic Christians and the blasphemy law and its disproportionate 
impact on Christians, to the treatment of Syrian refugees in Egypt. By silencing Thabet, 
Egyptian authorities are dealing unparalleled blows to research on religious freedom and 
severely constraining the rights to freedom of belief, thought and opinion, and research 
established by the Egyptian constitution and the country's international legal obligations.


Eshhad, which tracks and documents attacks on religious freedom in Egypt, has heavily relied 
on the work of researchers like Thabet. His work has continuously been a backbone of research 
in a field that has not received due, comprehensive attention in the academic and nonprofit 
world. 


Eshhad will continue to update this special briefing as updates on the arrest and detention of Thabet 
unfold. 
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June 18, and he was ordered released by the al-Wayly Misdemeanor Court. The prosecution’s 
appeal of the decision was rejected by the Nozha Misdemeanor Appeals Court, and Thabet was 
released on June 21. 


Mohamed Lotfy, Executive Director of the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF), 
explains that there is no evidence supporting the charges for which Thabet was arrested, his 
criticism of the government regarding the Tiran and Sanafir Islands. Lotfy reports that the 
prosecution has made no effort to reveal evidence related to those charges. Police, during Thabet’s 
arrest, seized evidence that relates to Thabet’s work in minority rights, his personal agenda, and a 
photograph of the Virgin Mary. 


Since his arrest, Thabet has been held at the al-Salam Police Station No. 1. During this time, 
Thabet has been allowed only limited visits and has been mistreated by prison authorities. He was 
held in solitary confinement for the first week of his detention. 


After his family was able to locate Thabet, their visits have generally been only one or two minutes 
long, and occurring once a week on Fridays. They are separated by a fence and a distance of about 
one meter or one meter and a half. Prison authorities have refused to allow any medications to be 
given to Thabet despite the fact that he has been vomiting and suffering from diarrhea. 


As mentioned, on June 18, 2016, the al-Wayly Misdemeanor Court ordered the release of Thabet on 
bail of 10,000 Egyptian pounds. However, Thabet remained in detention pending a ruling on the 
prosecution’s subsequent appeal of the decision to release him. On June 20, 2016, the Nozha 
Misdemeanor Appeals Court, headed by Judge Mohammad Abd al-Shafy, rejected the 
prosecution’s appeal and upheld the order to release Thabet on bail. According to one report, 
Thabet attended his hearing on crutches, stating that he was suffering from difficulty walking and 
standing due to incarceration conditions. On June 21, friends of Thabet’s confirmed that he had 
been physically released.


TIMELINE: KEY DATES IN THE THABET CASE 
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MAY 18, 2016
Egyptian 
Homeland 
Security agents 
informally 
interrogate 
Thabet’s younger 
brother.

MAY 19, 2016

Mina Thabet 
arrested from 
his home at 
3:00 a.m.

MAY 21, 2016
Pretrial detention 
renewed for fifteen 
days; Thabet 
represented by his 
attorneys before the 
Ain Shams 
Misdemeanor Court.

JUNE 5, 2016

Pretrial detention renewed for 
fifteen days; Thabet represented 
by his attorneys before the 
Court of First Instance in North 
Cairo in Abbaseya. 

JUNE 8, 2016
Appeal of 
Thabet’s 
detention 
before al-
Wayly Court 
of Appeals 
denied.

JUNE 18, 2016

Al-Wayly Misdemeanor Court 
ordered the release of Thabet 
on bail of 10,000 Egyptian 
pounds; the prosecution 
appealed the decision.

JUNE 20, 2016
Nozha Misdemeanor 
Appeals Court rejected 
the prosecution’s 
appeal and Thabet was 
released on bail of 
10,000 Egyptian 
pounds.
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CHARGES, EVIDENCE, AND BASIS FOR DETENTION 
The charges facing Thabet as they appear in the case No. 10 698/2016 at the Ain Shams 
Misdemeanor Court:


1. Incitement to the use of force to overthrow the government and to change the constitution and 
the republican system


2. Incitement for attacking police stations in purposes of terrorism

3. Use of violence and threats to force the president to refrain from exercising his statutory 

powers and duties entrusted to him by the Egyptian constitution;

4. Belonging to a terrorist group;

5. Indirectly promoting ways, through the world wide web, of terrorist offenses;

6. The use of websites to promote ideas calling for committing terrorist acts in a bid to deceive the 

public;

7. Incitement for a public gathering that shall jeopardize security and public peace and intending 

to influence the authorities and harm the public assets for the purposes of terrorism;

8. Incitement for protests with the aim to jeopardize security and public order and influence the 

function of public services, block roads, and attack the citizens for terrorist purposes;

9. Diffusion of news, information, and false rumors that disrupt public security and damage the 

relationships between people and the public interest; and

10. Possession of leaflets calling for overthrowing the regime and changing the constitution.


Thabet faces a maximum sentence of life in prison. He is being investigated along with 46 other 
defendants, including Ahmed Abdallah, his colleague from ECRF. No attorney of any of the 
defendants has yet been able to obtain the case file containing official evidence. The evidence that 
was confiscated from Thabet’s home, allegedly linking him to the April 25 protests include an 
introductory paper from the Bread and Freedom Party, a notebook with a picture of the Virgin 
Mary, and papers regarding his work on minority rights. 


Article 134 of the Criminal Procedure Code allows for pretrial detention in cases where (1) the 
criminal is caught in flagrante delicto, (2) there is fear that the accused may flee, (3) there is fear 
that the legal process may be impeded or harmed, (4) the case implicates security and public order, 
or (5) if the crime is a felony or misdemeanor punished with a prison sentence and the accused 
does not have a known residence in Egypt. 


In cases that meet the aforementioned categories, per Articles 142-143 of the code, an arrested 
individual can initially be detained without charge for three 15 day periods. If a judge determines 
that preliminary investigations are not yet complete at the 45-day mark, she or he may grant 
additional detention renewals. Pretrial detention cannot be extended for more than six months for 
misdemeanors, 18 months for felonies, and two years for crimes carrying death or life 
imprisonment.


COMMUNICATION FROM MINA THABET 
Click here to read a letter from Thabet, written on May 30, 2016.
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CONDEMNATIONS OF MINA THABET’S DETENTION 
1. “Human rights organizations: Dangerous accusations against ECRF members, an example of 

Security apparatus weapons to punish and terrorize activists and human rights defenders,” The 
Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms, June 1, 2016,  http://www.ec-rf.org/?p=1518 
(English) and http://www.ec-rf.org/?p=1515 (Arabic).


2. “Release Mina Thabet, a Voice of Tolerance of Tolerance in a Time of Extremism,” The Egyptian 
Commission for Rights and Freedoms, May 19, 2016, http://www.ec-rf.org/?p=1473 (English).


3. “Egypt Steps Up Vicious Onslaught Against NGOs With Arrest of Minority Rights Defender,” 
Amnesty International, May 19, 2016, http://bit.ly/1U5o2IH.


4. “Egypt: Release Dr Ahmed Abdullah and Mina Thabet (UA 9/16),” Amnesty International, June 
10, 2016, http://bit.ly/25PjZ8Y.


5. “Escalating judicial harassment against human human rights defender,” Front Line Defenders, 
May 19, 2016, https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/case-history-mina-thabet.


6. “Egyptian Human Rights Defender Arrested,” Christian Solidarity Worldwide, May 20, 2016, 
http://www.csw.org.uk/2016/05/20/press/3110/article.htm.


7. “Egyptian Rights Defender Detained Further 15 Days,” Christian Solidarity Worldwide, May 25, 
2015, http://www.csw.org.uk/2016/05/25/news/3119/article.htm.


RECOMMENDATIONS  
Following the release of Mina Thabet from pretrial detention the Tahrir Institute for Middle East 
Policy calls on Egypt to immediately cease the investigation. ECRF and Thabet’s ability to do their 
work allows Egypt to guarantee religious freedom, rights that are protected by the Egyptian 
constitution. Their work further ensures that Egypt is able to effectively and fairly address the 
ongoing disparity between the rights and freedoms of religious groups. 
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